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Semi Editorial. 

My Saiiet.ua today U in the 
B. i O. depot at. Mauatiold, where 
I utii waiting luf the train via 
Newark to Gleniord, Ohio. Have 
three hour* to "'ait, ami noboitv 
to help me. It is Wednesday, 
May 20 tit, and today I am fifty- 
throe year* old. Thirty years 
more and I ahull bo an old man. 

1 Luvtt it correction to make 
this week, a thing I have uot 
found it necessary to do for a 
while, Bro. Julitt A. Miller nays 
he is not tin' only brother ot 
menu* in the Summit Mills 
church, Fa. It appears that Bro. 
Peter 0. Myers ami one of his 
sous is reckoned lo the Summit 
Mills church, while I thought 
they belonged to Meyeradale. 
Brother Meyers ia one of the 

■ ablest men in the county, and is 
contemplating doing something 
nice tor the College, I sincerely 
hope and pray he will do it lib- 
erally. And while I am at it I 
may as well linish my College 
talk for this woek. I have read 
sifter Frantz's article, and the 
one following it, heuded "Dona 

••tions to Colleges," in last Evan- 
gelist, and have counted up the 
sister's dolUtt* list, and so I urn 
posted. Sister Frantx wonders 
•how I can keep up my spirits' so 
well. They are not ui> sister; I 
am down in spirits, quite low 
down. I have been tempted se- 
verely to quit. It will Boon be 
♦.wo years now since I have earn 
ed a dollar, and have spent at 
least a hundred dollars of my 
own money for necessary ex- 
penses, I have coaxed and beg- 
ged, reasoned and plead, uud 
have done everything else except 
scold, and all appears to he fruit- 
less. I havo written to men of 
means, and implored their helji, 
but all ol no avail. I have ap- 
pealed to brethreu of large 
mcaua, with nil the earnestness I 
can command, and havu only re- 
ceived the reply, "there is no use 
in your talking lo me; I have 
made up my mind." It ie the 
conduct of these meu of means 
that discourages me. Meu who 
=aro worth from ten to thirty and 
forty thousand dollars, and who 
.give from nothing to one hun- 
dred dollars, instead of giving 
from one hundred dollars to one 
'thousand dollars. ■And then 
they waut you to leave them uu- 

■ der the impression that tbey are 
just as good as those who do 

;.give. I must be very careful not 
to intimate that tbey are stingy, 
O no; that would insult them, 
and a canvasser should always 
take with him at least the good 
wishes of everybody. I don't re- 
jmetubar that T have offended any 


one, but I have felt condemned 
after I left a brother for not be- 
ing honest with him and telling 
him the whole truth, like Peter : 
"Thy heart is not right in tbe 
sight of God." I have settled 
upon one of two things : either I 
am a zealot, or the brother who 
has means and will uot help in 
the good work, does not have tbe 
good work at heart. " Whoso 
hath this world's good and eeeth 
his brother have need, and shut- 
teth up his r.owela ofcompaseiou 
trom him, how dwelleth the love 
ol Uod in him?" The question 
with mo is now? Even it people 
are uot much in favor of higher 
education, the payment of the 
debt of Ashland College, by the 
Brethren church is a matter of 
honor and honesty with ub, and 
every member should assist in the 
work according to his and her 
ability. It appears I can reach 
the middle classes, aud have been 
pronounced a pretty good beg 
gar'; hut I am at my wit's end 
as to how to manage those 
who have large means and could 
d. finite large amounts. Who 
will put me upon a plan by 
which it can be done? And what 
is the average opinion of tbe 
church, in regard to a person 
who is worth his thousands, and 
has money at interests, but will 
not help in paying the College 
dent? Is such a one all right? 
Is the minister who has talent 
uud influence, but who will not 
preach the gospel, because he 
cannot make money at it, doing 
his duty T I hope the rich will 
think ot these thiugs. I want to 
discharge my duty toward them, 
for the Apostle says : "Charge 
thetuihat are rich in this world 
that tbey be not high minded, nor 
trust in uncertain riches, but in 
the living God whogiveth us rich- 
ly all things to enjoy ; that they do 
good, that they bo rich in good 
works, ready to distribute, will- 
ing to communicate," &c. 1 Tim. 
6" : 17-19. It it for their goad I 
atu writing this, and uot to help 
me on in my work, for I have 
despaired getting any assistance 
from that source for the present. 
With Paul I can honestly say ; 
"For I seek not yours, but you." 
"Not seekiug mine own profit, 
hut the profit of many, that tbey 
may be saved." I hope they 
will receive it kindly, and profit 
by it, while tbey still have op- 
portunity. "The love of money 
is the root of all evil." 

I hope those who do not have 
much but who are willing to 
give in proportion to that which 
tbey have, will continue to holp 
and help and help, until we get 
the necessary amount raised. 

"What it is our duty to do," is 
another important sentence in 
sister Frautz's correspondence. 
At some places I am received as 
it I wore a patent right agent or 
had an ax to grind. Why my 
dear brethren, I am only oat 
helping you to discharge your 
obligations. It is your school and 
your church I am urging you to 
support, as well as mine, I am 
your servant, aud all I askot yon 
is to do your duty. It I could 
do my duty without asking you 
to doyotm, it would be a long 
time before I would go begging. 
I wish our people would get into 
possession of more Christian dig- 
nity, which would create within 
them a desire to do their share of 
all Christian work, without being 
coaxed or driven into it. I don't 
believe that shirking duty ia a 
Christian grace. 
I hope the sisters will raise 


their band to the round thousand. 
Then I hope the brethren will 
catch a little more ot the spirit of 
Christian ambition, and will 
raise a band of a hundred one 
hundred dollar men, and another 
of one thousand one dollar men. 
This wiU give the poorer classes 
a chance to put in their mites. 

I have no work to report at 
present. I was at Fair Haven, 
but will defer report, as brother 
Mallott was holding a protracted 
m. ing at the time, which ab- 
sorbed all the attention that 
could be spared from business. 

I was also with tbe brethren at 
Dayton, aud witnessed the bap- 
tism Of thirteen persons, by Bro. 
itideuour, and administered the 
laying on of hands in tbe even 
ing. The services were well at- 
tended and interesting. The 
Dayton church is prosperous, 
and we look to it for much good. 

The meeting house trial was 
not yot decided. 

HoLSIKQER. 


On To IVrlirt inn. 
The Apostle Paul in his epistle 
to the Hebrews, after presenting 
tbe origin of the priesthood of 
Christ, iuvites them to leave the 
principles of the doctrine ot 
Christ uud go on unto perfection. 
This admonition and invitation 
is as well applicable to professors 
ot modern times as it was to 
primitive believers. 

It is important to take notice 
that the Apostle does not say 
that we should leave the doctrine 
of Christ, hut the principles, and 
a careful inquiry after the wri- 
ter's meaning almost leads to the 
conclusion that the word should 
end with a "pal." Ho refers to 
the foundation of repentance, 
doctrine of baptism, ot laying on 
ot hands, (at baptism) and of the 
resurrection of the dead. These 
with faith which the Apjstle 
connects with repentance, are 
the fundamentals. 

First of all it is necessary to 
have faith, for without it, it ia 
impossible to please God. Ref- 
ormation follows as a conse- 
quence of the awakening of the 
sinful soul to a recognition of its 
own standing before God ; and 
this reformation means work. 
The character who claims to be 
a child of God and an heir with 
Christ, must show fruits answer- 
able to amendments of life before 
he can be an accepted child of 
the Father's redeemed family. 

Following the reformatory de- 
cision is baptism. This ia a 
principle that must be accepted 
and performed before the seeker 
is fully introduced to the Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit aud adopt- 
ed into the heavenly family. In 
divine baptism God is a party 
present uud there assumes tbe 
relation of spiritual fatherhood 
to the one recognizing him 
through the ordinance. 

After the requirements of these 
principles of the doctrine have 
been obeyed, the Christian Hope 
would be a delusiou if there was 
no resurrection of the dead ; so 
the resurrection must be a prin- 
ciple ot the doctrine, for the 
whole system would be nothing 
without it. 

The laying on of hands was a 
very important observance in tbe 
early time of the chureh ; for 
gifts were conferred upon men 
in that exercise by the Apostles, 
and it would only be natural, 
even now were administrators 
endowed with the ability to con- 
fer ability and power miracu- 
lously, to discuss the manner in 


which the power came, and its 
source, whether of the Father, 
or Son direct, or through the 
person of the operator. 

Since the first promulgation of 
the message of redemption, men 
have been tarrying too long with 
the first principles. After a 
penitent is introduced into the 
family of God it is his duty to be 
a living member therein, instead 
of standing idly in the door and 
seeing the exact manner in which 
others come in, and criticising 
their who existence and every 
thing associated with it. 

Tarrying with the principles 
has been fruitful in multiplying 
creeds and professions of faith, 
creating divisions aud animosi- 
ties and retarding the onward 
ma reti of the conquering forces 
of the Lord. 

Original sin and its legitimate 
offspring, Infant baptism and 
Infant damnation, Arianisn, Gal- 
vanism, T mi u-mbst initiation and 
Co nsu Instantiation, infallibility 
and necessitarianism, are pro- 
ducts of tarrying with the princi- 
ples. 

It is only the Lora's servant 
who is laboring among the un- 
converted who should dwell on 
the principles. It is his duty to 
do so, and do it well. When a 
man is invited to come in, he 
should be told in w,hat manner 
to come when there are careful 
directions given. The man who 
eotneB into the church without 
laith is a mocker of God, aud 
the servant who brings him in 
without teaching him that faith 
ia an essential prerequisite, con- 
demns himself and commits sin. 
lie must be taught also the ne- 
cessity and importance of a ref- 
ormation to bring upon himself 
the iivine favor and forgiveness. 
These duties arc an essential 
part of the work of the evange- 
list. 

But where the professor is old 
in the Lord's service, the princi- 
ples of the doctrine should not 
concern him particularly. The 
deeds of virtue and charity 
should engage his attention. It 
is necessary to take exercise in 
■these to make progress in tbe 
divine life. The character who 
stops in the journey as soon as he 
is baptized, is liable never to 
reach the goal ot eternal enjoy- 
ments that is across the plain of 
life, in the presence of God. 
Perfection ie not conferred; it 
can only be attained. It is as a 
prize pointed out to us on a high 
mountain with the mandate that 
it is ours it we will climb the 
steep and secure it. To go on 
to, and to reach perfection im- 
plies toil. Be ye perfect as your 
Father in heaven is perfect. This 
is a command with the oppor- 
tunity given with it to reach an 
ideal. If it were not so, the 
Master would act the part that 
the ungenerous praying man did 
in his conduct toward a starving 
traveler. He prayed that he 
should be warmed and filled, and 
drew his purse strings another 
degree tighter. But Christ has 
done nothing of this character. 
He commands us to be perfect, 
and he has placed at our disposal 
the means and opportunities to 
become perfect, and to attain 
that estimable standing before 
God, it is necessary ouly to obey 
tbe apostle's invitation : Let us 
go on unto perfection. The 
mountain can be ascended, step 
by step, and little by little, and 
the excellent prise that crowns 
it will be the reward for faithful 
devotion to the task. 


Let progress be the motto, and 
the doctrine ot Christ year staff; 
but do not Stop at the first prin- 
ciples. 


Prepare for a General Con- 
ference. 
It is now three years since tbe 
Dayton Couveution was held, 
and tbe work has reached a con- 
dition of greatness that demands a 
syetemization to be most- success- 
fully carried on. 

This conference should be 
made oue of great importance as 
an auxiliary to the general work 
of the church, aud a system per- 
fected lor holding local and gen- 
eral conferences periodically. 

System is the great band of 
power wherever u multitude of 
people are engaged in prosecut- 
ing a common work. •' What is 
every body's business is nobody's 
business," an d wil li ng workers are 
slow to incur censure on a charge 
of usurpation to do that which 
others consider was none ot their 
particular business or duty. No 
army can hope tor eucccss on the 
field of contest without system 
and discipline ; no party can at- 
tain its purposes without rules of 
order, and plans of operation ; so 
no church cau become extensive 
without some recoguized system 
of mission work itnd local uud 
general conferences. These are 
necessary to keep the fires ot 
patriotism tor the cause burning 
in their hearts, to stimulate one' 
another to greater efforts iu the 
noble work, aud to exchange 
opinions aud recount the expe- 
riences of the past that may be 
useful to guide subsequent la- 
bors in the Lord's field. 

We ought to hold this Confer- 
ence in this year. The most fa- 
vorable time for holding confer- 
ences is iu the fall of the yenr 
— in October, or the latter part 
of September, and if we 
wait until the fall of 1887, 
the time will be too long. 

Although Bro. Holsiuger is 
somewhat discouraged in com- 
pleting the College canvass, we 
believe some good providence 
will help us out of that trouble, 
and we feel to venture in the ex- 
pectation of a magnificent tri- 
umphal meeting next October ! 

Such a meeting will create ex- 
pense, to be sure ; but what are 
we in the world for ? We 
work for money to use iu a way 
that will make our hearts glad , 
and tbe more we give for enhanc- 
ing our Christian enjoyments, 
the more we are willing to give 
to carry forward the noble work 
we have espoused. We are not 
poor — all we need to swell the 
chorus is more zeal ic our souls 
aud hotter divine fires burning 
in our bosoms. We want to 
adopt the motto. Less for self and 
more/or Christ. 

_In the meantime, however, 
e ach Ktate should do something 
toward «nt B ] dialling fl rHntn Con- 
ference, The Brethren of Ohj o 
will do something of this ki nd 
at the 8. S. Convention of OhTo , 
t o* be hel d »r. hftn'"' 11 '*. fin the 
llth_of this month, nnvt w.j.y 

Every state ought to have an 
A nn uaT - C"nlflrfln'- n l ]" wHich 
there ar« pi^ngh rn amh ''" > * n 
maintajiLa uch_ an organization ; 
ancMhis wj|| fthtjaH any TieCFiB" 1 - 
ty of a general contemn^ jaggy 
frequept tb>n ftvnry fiufl V"rC 

Now brethreu let us hear what 
your decisions are on this subject. 

1. Let us decide whether we 
shall have a Conference this fall 
or not before we propose any 
system of work. 


